* April 9, 2008

(¢) USE OF EXISTING ANNUAL REPORTS.—An
annual report required under subsection (a)
may be comprised of any annual report relat-
ing to the management of Federal real prop-
erty that is published by a Federal agency.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at
9:30 a.m., in open session to receive tes-
timony on the situation in Iraq and
progress made by the Government of
Iraq in meeting benchmarks and
achieving reconciliation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in
room 253 of the Russell Senate Office
Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 9, 2008, at 10 a.m. in room 406
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
to hold a hearing entitled, ‘‘Legislative
Hearing on S. 1870, the Clean Water
Restoration Act of 2007.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at
9:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on sexual as-
sault in combat environments.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at
3:15 p.m. to hold a nomination hearing.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERAN’S AFFAIRS
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs to be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, to con-
duct an oversight hearing on Making
the VA the Workplace of Choice for
Health Care Providers. The committee
will meet in room 418 of the Russell
Senate Office Building, at 9:30 a.m.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without

a objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Airland of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at
2 p.m., in open session to receive testi-
mony on Air Force and Navy aviation
programs in review of the Defense au-
thorization request for fiscal year 2009
and the Future Years Defense Pro-
gram.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance Subcommittee on
Health Care be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in
room 215 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
“Covering Uninsured Children: The Im-
pact of the August 17 CHIP Directive.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON NATIONAL PARKS

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on National Parks be au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate to conduct a hearing on
Wednesday, April 9, 2008, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Bill Hutzel, a
fellow in my office, be granted floor
privileges for the duration of debate on
H.R. 3221.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Ben Brown, a
fellow in my office, be allowed the
privilege of the floor for the remainder
of the debate on the housing bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

DESIGNATING APRIL 2008 AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL 9-1-1 EDUCATION
MONTH”

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 629, S. Res. 468.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 468) designating April
2008 as ‘‘National 9-1-1 Education Month.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.
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Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
the motions to reconsider be laid upon
the table, with no intervening action
or debate, and any statements be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 468

Whereas 9-1-1 is nationally recognized as
the number to call in an emergency to re-
ceive immediate help from police, fire, emer-
gency medical services, or other appropriate
emergency response entities;

Whereas, in 1967, the President’s Commis-
sion on Law Enforcement and Administra-
tion of Justice recommended that a ‘‘single
number should be established’” nationwide
for reporting emergency situations, and
other Federal Government agencies and var-
ious governmental officials also supported
and encouraged the recommendation;

Whereas, in 1968, the American Telephone
and Telegraph Company (AT&T) announced
that it would establish the digits 9-1-1 as the
emergency code throughout the United
States;

Whereas 9-1-1 was designated by Congress
as the national emergency call number under
the Wireless Communications and Public
Safety Act of 1999 (Public Law 106-81; 113
Stat. 1286);

Whereas section 102 of the ENHANCE 911
Act of 2004 (47 U.S.C. 942 note) declared an
enhanced 9-1-1 system to be ‘‘a high national
priority” and part of ‘“‘our Nation’s home-
land security and public safety’’;

Whereas it is important that policy mak-
ers at all levels of government understand
the importance of 9-1-1, how the system
works today, and the steps that are needed
to modernize the 9-1-1 system;

Whereas the 9-1-1 system is the connection
between the eyes and ears of the public and
the emergency response system in the
United States and is often the first place
emergencies of all magnitudes are reported,
making 9-1-1 a significant homeland security
asset;

Whereas more than 6,000 9-1-1 public safety
answering points serve more than 3,000 coun-
ties and parishes throughout the United
States;

Whereas dispatchers at public safety an-
swering points answer more than 200,000,000
9-1-1 calls each year in the United States;

Whereas a growing number of 9-1-1 calls
are made using wireless and Internet Pro-
tocol-based communications services;

Whereas a growing segment of the popu-
lation, including the deaf, hard of hearing,
and deaf-blind, and individuals with speech
disabilities, are increasingly communicating
with nontraditional text, video, and instant
messaging communications services and ex-
pect those services to be able to connect di-
rectly to 9-1-1;

Whereas the growth and variety of means
of communication, including mobile and
Internet Protocol-based systems, impose
challenges for accessing 9-1-1 and imple-
menting an enhanced 9-1-1 system and re-
quire increased education and awareness
about the capabilities of different means of
communication;

Whereas numerous other N-1-1 and 800
number services exist for nonemergency sit-
uations, including 2-1-1, 3-1-1, 5-1-1, 7-1-1, 8-
1-1, poison control centers, and mental
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